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AThe more we understand of what we profes
therein; and the nearer we approach its development, the more necessary it is, that a
lively interest be kindled in us, that oum@as be well trimmed and our lights be found
brightly burning (Matt. 25:4,7,10%
John Thomas 1866



FOREWORD

This volume of notes arose out of a Bible study class conducted by the Wilston
Ecclesia (Queensland, Australia) during 1979 and 1980. Notes pveduced and
distributed at each fortnightly class. Subsequently the notes have been reprinted
several times and are now available electronically.

The work of Christ between his return to raise the responsible dead and the beginning
of his universal rle over all the earth is a vast scriptural subject upon which many
volumes could and have been written. The purpose of these notes is to bring this
subject within the reach of all, including young people who may be considering this
wonderful subject for @ first time.

In compiling these notes constant recourse has been made to the writings of our
pioneers whose expositions of the prophetic scriptures have for a long time enabled
Christadelphians to form a vivid mental picture of the wshdttering evestthat are

now on the horizon. The writings of Brother H.P. Mansfield have also been invaluable
in treating of these matters and we acknowledge our indebtedness to his articles in the
Logos Prophetic Supplement of 1970.

It remains the hope of the authihat these notes may contribute something towards
strengthening the vision of al |l who 61 ove
ready to share with him in the glories of the future age and the events ushering it in.

J.A. Cowie

Electronic version revised and reissued October 2003
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EVENTS SUBSEQUENT TO THE RETURN OF CHRIST

INTR ODUCTION

THE NEED FOR A CLEAR VISION OF THE FUTURE

A clear and vivid mental vision based upon an accurate understanding of the prophetic
Scriptures is absolutely essential if saints are to maintain integrity in their walk
towards Godos Ksitngodfoma icnr otohkee do neindd per ver se

After the example of Christ o&éwho for the
crosso6 (Heb. 12:2), we need to understand
will occur upon the earth after the returntbé Lord Jesus Christ. It is our privilege

now to o6speak of the glory of Godds Kingdo
but he revealeth His secrets unto His seryv

assurance that if we make the things ofkthe ngdom &6 al | our salvati
desiredé6 (2 Sam. 23:5) then Yahweh o&6wil|l f u
145:19).

The inevitable result of a poor or cloudy vision of the futurgpisitual nakedness
I.e. the loss of our covering fam and a return to our former unredeemed state.

Proverbs 29:18

AVhere there is no visionoi chazowri mental sight, from a roathazahi to gaze
at; mentally, to perceive, contemplate (with pleasure); specially to have a vision of.

fthe people perishdi parai to loosen; to expose, dismiss. Note the margin of the

A. V.. Anakedo. The word is translated 3 t
32:25). Rothi ia peopl e i s | eitA Wiotohsoeudt. aY owinsgiso nL iits
made nakedo.

THE NEED FOR WATCHFULNESS

In his final message the Lord Jesus Christ warned his disciples that a failure to watch
the signs that indicated his coming was near would result-praparedness likened
to nakedness.

Revelation 16:15

fBehold, | come as a thiefoi The Lord baes his words upon the familiar practices
associated with the Temple guard. Every night 240 Levites and 30 priests were
stationed in the precincts of the Temple to watch and guard the 24 gates of the Temple
and its courts. Their duty was to remain awaké alert to prevent the entry of the
unclean or forbidden. When these Levites and priests came on duty at sunset they put
on a distinguishing garment of white linen. They had to stand watch until dawn
without relief.

At any time during the night the chiefo t he Templ e guards known
captainé (Acts 4:1) could make his rounds
had to arise and salute him in a particular manner. Any guard found asleep while on

duty was arraigned before his fellow guardsdatvn and publicly stripped of his

garment which was burnt while he was summarily dismissed from his temple service.

He departed naked and shamed before his brethren.



It is not difficult to see the parallels v
being charged with the responsibility of w;
to prevent the entrance of anything unclean (2 Cor.-6:86) . We have a 0
garment 6 ( Rev. 19:8) which we must keep 0Ou
1:27). Wewat ch in the night dduntil the day dawr

darkness (2 Pet. 1:19; 2 Thess.-3)20ur head may come during any watch of the
night (Matt. 24:4244) and will reject us if we are found asleep or unprepared (Matt.
24:4851). Our punishment and our shame will be known to all our brethren (1 Cor.
4:5; Luke 12:23; 1 Tim. 5:2425).

fBlessed is he that watchethdi gregoreoi to keep awake, to watch. Used Matt.
24:43, 1 Thess. 5:80. In this context refers to spiritual alertness

fkeepetho i tereo i to watch over, take care of, keep an eye upon, observe
attentively.

fgarmentso T Note use of garments as a symbol of a covering of imputed
righteousness Job 29:14; Rev. 19:8.

flest he walk naked and they see his shameoi This is a eturn to the condition of
Adam and Eve before Yahweh Elohim provided a skin of a lamb for a covering to
hide their nakedness. By hiding their external shame a covering was also provided for
their evil conscience and they could once more walk in the felgwsf the Deity.

This status we enjoy in Christ but it can
victory that overcometh the world, even oul
A lively faith in the things Awhi thd God ha

key to our victory over the world and its carnal lusts. Failure to cultivate a clear vision
of the future will soon lead to a state of spiritual slumber and then to spiritual
nakedness and ultimately to a condition of entanglement with the pollutiaihe o

worldit hen Athe | atter end is woe2)seé.than the
THE VISION OF ABRAHAM AN EXAMPLE

The ment al vision of Abraham and his respo
example of the kind of vision and response which we ruisivate if we desire to be
OAbrahamdés childrenbo.

John 8:56

frejoicedo’ agalliaoit o j ump for j oy, t of Ctristis dagy . Abr ah
was so vivid and his faith in it so strong that he wasotonally and physically
moved in expreson of his joy and expectatiorHeb.11:13).

see......saw" T eidon- to see; implying not the mere act of seeing, et actual

perception of the object; refers to the mind and the thought of him who sees. Note the

use of different word in verse 5horaoi to perceve with the eyes, see something;

used of bodily sightEidon speaks of mental sight or visualisation whiterao refers

to actualsight. HoweverAbr ahamés visi on of Messiah6s da
thing, so complete was his faith.

Note- eidonis translated 'seen’ in Hebl1:13.

THE AIM OF A CLEAR VISION - FAITH AND HOPE

The aim of establishing a clear vision oétfuture is to develop an Abraimic faith
and hope.



Hebrews 11:1

"substance" i hupostasis- a settingunder, support, foundation, daskence. Bro.
Thomas translates "Faith is the confident anticipation t¢fings hoped for, a full
persuasion of things not seen". R-Vgiving of substance to things hoped for".

"evidence" 1 elegchos - logical prod, evidence, demonstration, ooncing
argument.
Romans 8:18-25

V.19 - "earnest expectation" 1 apokaradokia- a looking awaytowards anything
with the head bent forward. Roth'eager outlook".

"creature” 1 ktizo- creation. The R.S.V. translates as "creatiorévary place where
the A.V. has'creature”.

V.24 - "for we are saved by hope" i Diag. - "for we are saved by thieope". The
hope referred to iéhte Hope of Israél(Acts 28:20. fiHoped is the Greek worelpis-
to expect, to hope for.

WE SHOULD LOVE CHRIST'S APPEARING

The exhortation fosaints of all ages is to set their minds on things whrehabove
and to love the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 4:8

In this verse Paul reveals his confidence inftigpe of the glory of Gaand his part
in it - this is an example of iidn and hope for us to emulate.

"love his appearing" i fidveo is agapao- a selfless and sacrificial lov&hose who
love Christ's appearing are those who for his sake @as®their lives in this world
Matt.10:39; John 12:26. Unlike Demas whiboved (agapg this present agehey
have not forsaken their Lord biave dedicated their lives to his servizelim.4:10.

TRIUMPH THROUGH TRIBULATION

The inevitable result of a way of life centred upon the return of Césigtls ultimate
objective is suffang (2 Tim.2:12), persecution (2 Tin8:12), and tribulation (Acts
14:22). However, a lively faith and a clear visiomlance out the suffering and make
it fAa light afflictiond (2 Cor.4:16-18).

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
V.16 - "faint" i ekkakec to turn ou a coward, i.e. to lose one€surage.
"our outward man" i i.e. the physical man, the body.

"the inward man" i i.e. the spiritual man, the mind and character. Weagteto
confuse these descriptions, but Paul's meaning isicle@nparechap. 5:110.

"renewed day by day" i anakainoo- to renew, to daily acquire nestrength which
previously it had not. Spiritual growth should be a dailgcess by regular approach
to the scriptures; anything less will inhibit tdevelopment of the inner man and stunt
spritual stature.

V.17 - "a far more exceeding" i Gr. lit. - "according to a surpassingnto a
surpassing”. Diag."an excessively exceeding". Rothyet moreand more excelling".




V.18 - "while we look not" i skopeo- to look, inspect, reconnoitreghold,regard. It

is physically impossible to look at things which @net seefbecause they lie in the
future, but that is the point Paulnsaking. Faith gives reality to things which are yet
to come to pass.

THE DISCIPLINE OF THE TRUTH - NUMBERING OUR DAYS

Saints who possess such a vision will be able to bring to bear uporivbsira
discipline which will exclude fleshly lusts, earthly vanities and tw@sting pursuits.
The Psalmist put it succinctly in P30:12- "So teach uso number our days, thatew
may apply our hearts unto wisdom". Thesemotivated will be found "redeeming the
time, because the days are e(iph.5:16).

CONSTANT READINESS - A KEY TO ACCEPTANCE

Servants of God cultivating such a discipline are unlikely to be caugwares by
the stealthy, thiefike and sudden return of the Lord JeS§iiwist but will be ready to
open the door when he knocks with lantisymed and burning brightly, and a good
supply of the oil of the Worth hand(Matt. 24:4244).

Matthew 24:44

"Therefore be ye also ready" i Roth.- "Wherefore ye also be gettimgady". This
is an exhortation to constant preparedness.

"ye think not" i Roth.- "ye are not thinking". Like the sleeping mamose thoughts

are somewhere else there is the very real danger that we meigbund by our Lord

in a state of unpreparedness, having lost camception of the realities of the
Kingdom and our vision of the glorieghich lie beyond.

THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES

THE AGES FRAMED BY THE DIVINE WILL - Hebrews 11:3
"the worlds" i aionos- ages. Diag."ages".

"were framed by the word of God" i katertishai- to arrange, t@djust. Diag- "so
thoroughly adjusted by God's command". The agdsuafan history have not fallen
out by chance but have unfolded accorditig God's predetermide plan. His
providence has "thoroughly adjustdtié course of history.

“"that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear" i Diag.

- "that not from things then manifest the things now seen bhawge to pass"”. We
must never judge by the pgarance of things. Preseappearances, however
unfavourable to the outworking of God's purposercavrer frustrate that purpose.

Hebrews 1:2

"by whom also he made the worlds" i Diag. - "on account of whornalso He
constituted the ages”. The word "madefi caean "to constituteThe word "world" is
aionos - ages. From the beginning God purpoded send forth His son and
consequently the ages have revolved arddisdourpose in Jesus Christ.




THE AGES OF HUMAN HISTORY
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THE JUBILEE PERIOD

Although there imo place in the scriptures which clearly states that tvdfde a

fifty year Jubilee period between the return of Christ anditheguration of the
Millennium, there is ample evidence by inference that the resurrection and judgement,
and subsquent ewvets up to the complietn of the Temple and the return of scattered
Israel under Elijah, wiltover a period of fifty years.

The clearest indication is to be found in the prophecy of Ezekiel. Ezeég2h man
of sign to the house of IsraelEzek. 12:6; 24:24. However,because the greater
proportion of his prophecy has relationship to degelopment of Yahweh's glory in
the household of Christ, spiritual Israthe prophecy and its setting from the very
beginning has relevance titings yet future in thpurpose of Deity.

Time periods play an important part in Ezekiel's prophetic work as aofmsign -
Ezek.4:3-8. It might be expected therefore that in relatioffutore events a pattern
will be discenable in Ezekiel's prophecy concarg time periods @rrounding those
events.

The last nine chapters of Ezekiel are ated entirely to a detailed dagption of the

House of Prayer for all nations to be constructed by Chasa habitation for His
Father's glory and to the services pertaining to fhetnpke along with details
concerning the division of the Land.

It is noteworthy that at the commencement of this section of his propsty
immediately following the section dealing with the destruction of Gogd the
cleansing of the Land Ezekiel providesragise date upon whide saw the vision of
the Temple Ezek.40:1.

Ezekiel 40:1

The prophecy of Ezekiel flows smoothly in chronological order from ehe of
chapter 36 which summarises the prophecies of tHestablishmenof Israelin the
Land (Ezek.36-39).

U Ezekiel 371 The vision of the valley of dry bonéslsrael is to beestored to
the land of their fathers.



U Ezekiel 38&391 The advance of th&ogian hosfi Russia's destrucin at
Armageddor® The land of Israel cleansed.

U Ezekiel 404871 The Tempé builti A House of Prayer for all nansi The
Land divided and inhabited.

It is vital to note that the things Ezekighw in chaps. 40 to 48 are repented as
being actually existent at the time the vision was givantethe offerings in position
asthough the Temple was in operation (Ez4843).

VERSE 1

"In the five and twentieth year of our captivity" i i.e. the 25th year afehoiachin’s
captivity (Ezek. 1:2).This yearwas the 14th after the destract of Jerusalem which
occurred in thel1th year of Zedekiah the successarJehoiachin upon the throne of
Judabh.

The significance of the 25th year of Jehoiachin's captivity is that itapparently a
Jubilee year. Ezekiel commenced his prophecy by datifigrit the 18th year of
Josiah's reigifEzek. 1:1). This was the year of Jal's great passover and according
to tradition was a Jubilee year. Thimuld account in part for Josiah's zeal towards
the Temple and peopliespite the absence of a copy of the Law, during this year of
his reign.

The 25h year of Jehoiachin's captivity waxactly 50 years after the th8year of
Josiah and therefore a Jubilee year. In this year Ezekietreawemple completed
and in use. There mstibe a reason for this arrangent. It is evident that we are
intended to se a pattern to be unfolded the divine purpose foreshadowed in
Ezekiel's experiences.

The Temple will be opened for use by all nations and the Millennial ighrist
will begin in the fiftieth year after his stealthy and tHi&e return to resure and
judge the household. This Jubilee period willfled with numerous dramatic and
world-shaking events which will congtely change the world and its civilisation in
preparation for a Millenniurof righteousness and peg@ePet.3:13).

The following summary of the dates referred to above reveals thattirert8th of
Josiah to the 25th of Jehoiachin's captivity was a perié@ gkars.

Josiah reigned 31 years

Josiah kept dubilee Passover in his 18th year 18 years

Josiah reigned after the Jubilee 13 years

Jehoahaz reigned 3 months

Jehoiakim reigned 11 years

Jehoiachin reigned 3 months

Zedekiah reigned (to the smiting of the city) 11 years

Ezekiel received the vision 14 years later 14 years

Total period since last Jubilee 49 years 6 months

Intervals 6 months
50 years
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18" of Josiah 1T 11 5yrs 586 BC Ezek. 40:1
Jubilee Jehoahaz 3 months Jehoiachin 3 months Jubilee
"Iin the beginning of the year" 7 i.e. in the first month, Abib.

"the tenth day of the month" i The 10th of Abib; the day the Passol@mb was
selected. Ezekiel's vision oceusOyears to the day after Jak's Jubilee Passover.

"in_the fourteenth year after the city was smitten" 7 i.e. the 25th year of
Jehoiachin's captivity.

"in_the selfsame day" - Often where these words occur in the scriptusé®ss is
being laid upon the ingrtance of a time period cp. Gen.7:13; Ex. 12:41. It was
exactly 50 years to the day since Josiah's Passover.

JUBILEE PERIODS IN THE HISTORY OF MODERN ISRAEL

1847 to 1897 In 1847 Bro. Thomas wrote "A confession and Abjuratiariich
became the basid 6Elpis Israel” written in 1848. The key tihis final step in the
rediscovery of the Truth was Ro®24 "we aresaved by the hope".é. the Hope of
Israel - Acts 28:20). Fifty yeardater the Zionist Congress was convened in Basle,
Switzerland toformulate a plan to establish a Jewish Statea homeland for the
Jews.

1897 to 1947 The first Zionist Congess which embarked upon a pragme to
establish a homeland for the Jews culminated in the UNiggidns voting to partition
the land of Palestine inta Jewish and afirab state on November 29th 1947 almost
exactly 50 years later.

1917 to 1967i In 1917 the British Geernment issued the Balfour Daration
supporting the establishmeof a Jewish homeland in Paie. In the same year the
occupying faces of Turkey were driveout of Palestine by the British army. Exactly
50 years later on th8th June 1967 Jerusalem was freed from the hands of the
Gentilesand Luke 21:24 received its incipient fulfilment.

40 YEARS OF WAR TO SUBDUE THE NATIONS

Speakingof the little open scroll in the hand of tliBa i n b o we dof Rewn §0e | 6
Bro. Thomas writes, "A little scroll is a short time in which thinggten therein are

to be accomplished a period, say of forty years, amaling to the testimony of
Mic.7:14-17." The little scroll contained thseven thunder judgements of Deity
against the nations and refers to Wee of Armageddon and its aftermatreésEureka

Vol. 2 pgs.542544).

Micah 7:15



Rotherham translatés "As in the days of thy coming forth out of thend of Egypt,
will I shew him wonders"R.S.V.- "As in the days when you came out of the land of
Egypt, | will show them marvellous things".

While this is clearly a reference to the miracles performed by Yahwethen
wilderness on Israel's behalf amd @assurance that similar miracles viié seen again
during the Second Exodus of Israel, the inference is that theseellous things' will
span a similar period of 40 years. As the contiedls with Israel being used as
Yahweh's weapon of war againketnationst is reasonable to postulate that these
wars will also span a period approximately 40 years.

In Eureka Vol. 1 page 133 in the section dealing with the "Aion ofAibas" Bro.
Thomas refers to "The Hour of Judgement" of RBV.7 andsuggest that it is a
period of 40 years. He writes, "It is the antitypdhe 40 years in the wilderness, and
the Aion of the sickles (ReW.4:1420)." See also Eureka Vol. 5 pgs.-38, 7475,
163165 (Logos Edition).

The Second Exodus of Israel to be congddater in these notes walmost certainly
be over a period of 40 year&zek.20:34-38.

THE RETURN OF CHRIST

THE ORDER OF EVENTS

The first work of Christ will be to resurrect the responsible ded#loke resurrection
will precede the gathering of thesponsible living 1 Thess4:14-17.

1 Thess. 4:14-17

V.15 - "shall not prevent them which are asleep” - "prevent" is the Geekword
phthano- to come or do beforget first in doing or being atlying, be before with.
Hence the Diaglott translates "willy no meangrecede those who fell asleep”. Paul
comforts the Thessalonians with tkeowledge that those believers who had died
would be the first to knowhat the Lord was in the earth, through their resurrection to
life.

V.16 - "with a shout" i keleusma (from keleuo- to put in motionby word or
command), a call, summena shout or command which essles, any signal shout
that summons and assembles all at once. (In Gitee&ture it is used of the shout to
co-ordinate the timing of rowers ongalley.) Used in kx. Prov.30:27- "The locusts
..... at theword of comnandmarch in rank".

The shout is not necessarily audible to all but only to those for whisnmiended; in
this case the responsible de&d.John 5:229 will cometo pass and theyhat are in
the graves shall hear his voice".

Bro. Thomas writes in Eureka; "An angel's whisper can wake the wbad, breathed
by the command of Him, who is the Resurrection and.ifee This would be a 'great
sound' though inaudible to the ears of flesh

"with the voice of the Archangel” i The only Archangel mentioned Btripture is

Michael (Jude 9. The name means "Who like unto EI". Michagpears to be the
angel charged with guiding the destiny of the natiohscdel. This is the inference
gainedfrom verses such as Jude 9, D40:21; 12:1. It is highly probable that




Michael was the angel of Yahweh's prese(isa. 63:9), the name bearing angel of
Ex. 23:2021 who accompanied Israttirough the wilderness and encountered Joshua
outside the wallsfaJerichodescribing himself as "the prince of the host of Yahweh",
Josh5:14.

Christ is Yahweh's nardeearer (John 17:@6) and is called "Michael" iDan.12:1.
Unto him is now given all power and authority in heaven aarh including the
power of Ife and death; the authority to forgive apdnish sins once exercised by
Michael- Ex. 23:21. Thus he comes with tlhieice of the Archangel.

"with the trump of God" i The definite artile is lacking in the text. Lérally it
should read "a trump of God"rGalpinxis used by kx. for two Hebrew words see
1 Sam.13:3; 2 Kings 12:13This is possibly an idlication that the trumpet is
connected wi those used in the Temple see:

The trumpet referred to is the silver trumpet used to assemble Israed Yafoveh's
presence Num. 10:2-10. On the first day of Tishri (7th monttsrael were to keep "a
memorial of blowing of trumpets'Lev. 23:24. Thisheralded the approach of the day
of Atonement or coverings on the ™M@ay of Tishri which in a Jubileeegr was
signalled by blowing of trumpetshroughout the land Lev. 25:810. This is
significant as it is evident théte resurrection (a day of coverings for tedeemed)
will occur exactly50 years before the Jubilee inaugural semies associated Wit
the opeing of the Millennium at the time of the Feast of Tabernacle¥ ¢y of
Tishri) - Zech.14:16. (See notes on the 'Jubilee Period').

Like the "shout", the sound of the trumpet will not be audible to ally@ong than the
Apocalyptic trumpets Wich for enturies have been sound in the earti Rev.8:2.

The resurrectional trumpet is associated whih period of the seventh trumpeRev.

11:15-19.

"and the dead in Christ shall rise first" i Notice the sequence of evepit®vided by
the Apostleto thispoint -

1. The living saints will not precede the dead.
2. Christ will return with a "shout" or command that vallvaken the dead.

3. He will come with the authority of the Archangel fargive or condemn, to
invite in participation or banish.

4. The deadaised, he will gather the living with them irdglace of judgement.

The absence of any specific reference to the judgement is quite delibethis
context. The Apostle's theme isi® of comfort to some who mowd their dead
brethren (V13) and he g8 out to portray the glories am@ppiness for both dead and
living at the return of Christ as a sourcecomfort and consolatiod verse 18.

V.17 - "we which are alive and remain” i gdemairdis the Geekperileipo- to leave
over (middle voice); to beeft remaining, to survivelhis is areferenceo the relative
few who will be living at Christ's return in comparisonthe many responsible "who
sleep in the dust of the earth”.

"shall be caught up together" i The Geekword harpazosignifies to snatchio
seize, to take hold of forcibly as a wild beast does its prey. There mEnhof
direction in the word® it implies neither going up or down. Theord is used of
Philip's removal to Azotus (or Ashdod) a distance of s@aekms R0 mileg by




miraculots means. It is translated "catcheth” (John 10:28)|" (Jude 23), "pulled”
(Acts 23:10, and "take" (MatL.1:12).

The responsible are to be "caught away" to the judgement lyesistible divine
force in a similar manner perhaps to Philip's experience

"in_the clouds" - The definite article is
lacking, hence the Diaglott traases "be Mal.4:2
caught away in clouds". These clouds ar%\\\”////

symbolic of a multitudecalled out of, and = f...

raised above the sea of nations (B&20) by = N
the influenceof the Sun of Righte@ness %//‘R

(Mal. 4:2) and reserved for the purpose of \\
raining Yahweh's doctrine (DeuB2:2) upon a \ /
)

e \\\\
R W
\\l\De‘lt.32:2\"\ \
AT
Wi
P

Ps.72:6

s -

humbled humanity (Ps.72:6). Thus the
Apostle speaks of the faithful saints as a great
"cloud of witnesses". A more sinister Toa.57:20
multitude is referred to as a "clduth Ezek.

38:9,16.

The saints will be gathered in companies to Mt. Sinai and stand in anudgtide

before the Judge who will separate "the sheep from the gsatffiat he might form
the "cloud of witnesses" in its glorified state (R&@.1) and mech forth ‘clothed’
with it to meet the Gogian "cloud” updime mountains of Israel.

"to meet the Lord" i apantesis- with a view to a meeting. Moultom his Greek
Testament Grammar writes, "It seems that the special idba @ford was the official
welcome of a newly arrived dignitary”. In thapyri it is used of a newly arrived
magistrate. The word occuirs Matt. 25:6in relation to the 'wise virgins' who rose up

to go out and meet tH&ridegroom, and agaim Acts 28:15 othe brethren who went

out o meetPaul as he approached Rome. Evidently it was the practice of leading
citizensof a city to go forth and escort a dignitary on the last stages of his joasrey
mark of respect and in an effort to gain his approval.

The purpose of gathering intoeth ord's presence will be therefore to pagpect to
the Judge of the whole earth and to obtain his approval.

"in_the air" 7 Again the definite article is lacking: 'air' is figurative of thelitical
‘atmosphere’; it is the aerial or governing regionrafiers to theyovernment of Christ
and his saints in the age to come. This governmalhtoe formed at Sinai, from
which it will proceed to take dominion oviére whole world.

That 'air' is symbolic of a ruling power is clear from such referensdsph.2:2 and
Rev. 9:2.In the parable of the mustard tree (MéltB:32) the Lordforetold the
obeisance of earthly rulers (‘the birds of the air’) as the kingifdreaven envelopes
the earth. Daniel speaks of the glorified saints as bsiags of the firmama (or
atmosphere) Dan. 12:3.

The hope of the saints is to be associated with the Lord Jesus Chriskinggism
not only as joirkheirs but as "kings and priests”, ruling the eamthighteousness
Rev.5:10, 3:21; 20:6.

"so shall we ever be with the Lord" - This is a glorious prospect in whiehl true
saints exult. It will be a time of unspeakable blessedness and afstatmixed joy
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and happiness which wilaét forever. Should we not "cdont one another with these

words"?

HOW WILL WE KNOW CHRIST HAS RETURNED TO JUDGE THE
HOUSEHOLD?

As the gathering of the responsible living is to follow the resurrectiongulestion
arises as to what manner of indication will be given to themth®atord is in the
earth. An appearance to them of an acquaggarrelative who had fallen asleep in
Christ would be a certain way of reveali@rist's return and this method is not
without scriptural precedent (Mat27:5253) at a time of great significance in the
divine plan, but a morprobable way will be t@onfront each responsible individual

with the angel who has been appointed to overshadow his affairs. (See notes on the

JudgemenSeat).

THE METHOD OF TRANSPORTATION TO JUDGEMENT

It is evident from many places in scripture that divine power enables ¢hdseved
with it (e.g. the angels; the Lord himself) to traverse immesgances in a very short

span of time.

A number of mortals have experienced the effects of this power and biesve

physically transported by it, namely:

Enochi Gen.5:24;Heb.11:5
Elijah 7 2 Kings 2:11

The 12 disciple$ John 6:1821
Philip T Acts 8:3940

In the case of the disciples in the boat ori lée, divine power was used perform a
miracle. They were immediately and instantly transpottethe shore of théake
some distace away. Similarly, with Philip it isnferred that he was instantly ‘caught

away' some2 kms 20 mileg to Azotus.

Perhaps the responsible will be transpoiteé similar manner to the macts of

Christ's judgement seat.

Do we beleve the Lord's coming is near?
How will we meet him, with joy or with fear?
Will he be likely to then recognise

In us the foolish or the virgins wise?

We nmake the answer as daily we live;

In what we are thinking, in what we give,
In what we may say, incés we perform,
The pattern of life to which we conform.

Two ways are open, the narrow and broad;
Two masters to serve, the flesh or the Lord;
The world and its joys can claim our real
love,

Or dfections be set on what is above.

BE YE ALSO READY

The time is now shorthe Lord is at hand:
And whenhe appears, just where shall wj
stand?

Some on the left will depart into night,
Who can imagine their terror and plight!

But O for the joys of those on the right,
Exulting in praises, in glory and might!
Then let us be readgple to pray,
With trembling, y e
todayo .

t
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RESPONSIBILITY TO DIVINE JUDGEMENT

THE RESPONSIBILITY QUESTION

Speaking to the Romans the Apostle wrote, "we shall all stand befopedtiesment
seat of Christ(Rom.14:10. Likewise to theCorinthians he said)For we must all
appear before the judgement seat of Ch(BtCor.5:10.

In a more general statement in 2 Tl he said that Christ would juddgéhe quick
and the dead at his appearing", but not all the living and de&dthosewho like the
Roman and Canthian brethren had become pessible to judgement by their
knowledge of the truth.

Knowledge is the ground of responsibilityJohn 12:4é48; 15:22; 9:41; Rom. 2:12
16. Those who have come tokaowledge of the Truth sufficiério bring them to a
realisation of what God requires of them will beld accountable to judgement
regardles®f their response to that knasdge. This is evident from many scriptural
passages Luke 13:2428; Matt. 8:10-12, Luke 10:916; etc. Mankind idivided into
two major divisionsby knowledgé the enlightened and the unenlightened. The
enlightenedgroup may be further divided into threecarding to the definitions
provided by Peter 1 Pet.4:17-18.

1 Peter 4:17-18

There are three distinct groups @mg those enlightened by the Trufhhey are,
according to the Apostle Peter:

1. Righteous or godly saints
2. Ungodly saints
3. Enlightened sinners

The use of the terms 'saints' and 'sinnditinguishes those who are pessible to
divine judgement fronthose who are accountable to divjpdgement, in this case. In
fact mankind is basically divided into two classssints and sinners and each of these
classes is again divided into two groupsmely, godly and ungodly saints and
enlightened and unenhgened sinners.

SAINTS AND SINNERS

All men are born undethe constitution of sin being endowedth a nature that leads
to sin(in all but one)i seeRom. 5:19and Elpis Israel @gges 129131. When one
obeys the call of the gospel and entert® ioovenantrelaionship with God, he is
called a "saint" or sanctified ofieRom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2.

RESPONSIBLE OR ACCOUNTABLE?

Responsibility is the state of being answerable for something entrusbee'socare.
This is the position of those who enjoy covenantustabr'saints”. They must answer
for the way they deal with the charge delivetedthem and for the way they
discharge the responsibilities which covergtatus confers upon them.

Accountability is liability to give an account. Those "sinners" who hbheen
enlightened by the Truth but have refused to accept its responsibiiiles
nevertheless have to give an account of why they so refused. Thepewiield
accountable to, but not responsible for the Truth they have ignored.

12



Hence the two classes afmlr groups maye seen as standing in relasbip to
divine judgement in the following way:

Saints—Sinners

GODLY~  [ENLIGHTENED-

accountable

responsible

UNGODLY-' -UNENLIGHTENED

not - ‘.
accountable

"Sinners" are justified by faith by responditaythe teaching that is de¢red to them,
thus those who rejected it must give account as totivy rejectedhe Word- John
12:4648.

"Saints" are justified by works by living the Word, hence they will be redgdonsible
for the sacred deposit of the Truth delivered to them and ansster for the way they
have used it. Thus it will be that they will eithee godly or ungodly according to
their actions.

UNIVERSAL RESURRECTION UNSCRIPTURAL

Only those responsible to judgement will be raised from the dead
notion of a universal resurrection adead by some religious sects
entirely unscriptural as evinced by the following passades:

Dan. 12:2- "Many (but not all) of them that sleep in the dust of
earth shall awake.

Isa.26:14- "They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased,
shall not rise: therefore hast thou visited and destroyed and ma
their memory to perish."

Isa.43:17- "Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army
power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise; they are ex
they are queried as tow."

Ps.49:1920- "He (mgn. the soul) shall go to the generation of his
fathers; they shall never see light. Man that is in honour and
understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish."”
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THE RESURRECTION
A DEFINITION

The Greek wordnastasigneaning a rising up, a standing up (from tbet anistemj

to stand up, to cause to rise) is used 42 times in theTdstamat and is translated
39 times 'resurrection’, once 'rising again’, onaesed to life again’, and once ‘that
should rise'.

Resurrection is therefore the standing up of dead ones. The resurreitibe a
virtual recreation of former beings into exacthe same mentamoral, and physical
state that they possessed prior to their death.

The apostle Paul deals at length with the subject of resurrection in 152amd this
discourse along with the symalic enactment of Daniel's na@section recorded iDan.
10 will form the basis of the following notes.

PAUL'S DISCOURSE ON RESURRECTION - 1 Cor. 15:35-54

The apostle sets out to answer some in the Corinthian ecclesia who temied
doctrine of resurrection altogether. He refutes their arguments isaftisn and in
the process demonstrates the whole process of resurrapttonits final objective

the incorruptible, glorified being. He reveals tifais final state is one of 'difference
with identity’, i.e. the glorified individualvith an immortal bog will retain his basic
physical form, individual identitycharacter and moral attributes.

V.35 - "How are the dead raised up" i Bro. Thomas translates, "How atee dead
ones rebuilded". The word ‘raised up' begggiro sigrifies to awaken, wake up,
arouse, cause to rise apd in the passive voice, tdeld, rear up, to cause to exist.

"and with what body do they come" 1 Bro. Thomas translates, "and fohat body

do they come forth". The word ‘'with' should be translated' r “for". Paul
anticipateghe question of his detractors. The question fier what purpose are they
raised? Will they remain as they are after the resurrection? What body will they
assume when O6rebuildingdéd is completed?

V.36 - "Thou fool" 8 An exclamation as translated by Rotherham, "simmte", and
the Diaglott, "0 senseless man". The word ‘foolipbiron- without mind, senseless,
destitute of any sound principle. Paul is movedhiss rebuke his detractors because
even natre itself taught thermhe prirciples of resurrection.

"that which thou sowest" - speiro (active voice) to scatter seed, to seeed. It is
important to note that while the apostle likens the sown setttdead body being
laid in the ground, his emphasis is not upon the dedg or its dissolution but upon
the new body which springs forth at thesurrection. This is in keeping with the
anticipated question he has askedserse 35 "to or for what body do they come
forth?" The apostle'snind is riveted firmly on the issue wich confronted him in
CorinthT is bodily resurrection fact or fable? Some in Corinth thought it to be fable
because their Hellenised minds could not understand how it was pdesidlman to
be raised after centuries of dissolution into a being iddntwth his former self,
mentally, morally, and physically, but the philosophefsCorinth had not even
considered the natural phenomena of sowing gvanich clearly illustrated the
principles invoved and testified to its possiby in the human sphere.
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"is not quickened except it die” - The word 'quickened’ iBoopoieo to make alive,
to give life. This is a direct reference to the words of Chnistohn 12:226. The
principle of nature is that new life is precededdegath of the original seed boego
it is also in the human sphere, batha physical and spiritual sense.

THE TERMS 'SOWN' AND 'RAISED' ASUSED IN 1
CORINTHIANS 15:36-52

There are a number of views current on
the meaning of the phrask is sown"
used by the apostle in 1 Cdb:42-44.
The principalsuggestions are:

1. That we are 'sown' when we are
born into a state and an
environment related to
corruption, dishonour, weak
ness, and to thinggatural. This
'sowing' is said to cease at
death and is followed bya
resurrection and a rdising'
process which ultimately leads
to immortality and
incorruptibility. Paul's words
are compared witlthe parable
of the Sower and the Lord's
reference to "a corn oivheat"
in John 12:24£6 in order to
show that 'sowing' in thigfe of
a believer isactually a 'dying'
process- "l die daily" (1 Cor.
15:31).

2. That we are 'sown' when our
dead body is placed in the
ground after the pattern of
sowing grain in the cultivated
earth.

3. That we are 'sown' when we are
called forth from the grave at
the resurrectin of the dead.

A critical examination of the

three views

View 11 While this interpretatiorof
the phrase "it is sown" awers some
apparent difficulties in 1 Corl5 and
clearly sets forth thecriptural teaching
in respect to sowing and reaping in the
Truth it nevertheless fits very
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uncomfortably into the context of
Paul's disourse on resurrection. How
are we o reconcile this view that
'sowing' relates to life and probation
with the introductory sentence df
Cor. 15:42 "So also is the
resurrection gnastasis standingup)
of the dead"?This sentence forms the
bridge between v.38 and.42 which
are divided by a parenthetic expansion
of the phrase'and to every seed his
own body" (v.38). Paul's subject is
quite clealy resurrection of a dead
body notthe life and probation of a
living being. He is expounding the
guestion "How are the dead raised up?
And 'to' or 'for' what body do they
come forth?" (v.35). Any int@retation
of the phrase "it is sown" must
therefore be consistent withat theme
and thgs interpretation simply cannot
be made to fit theontext.

View 2 i The objection advanced
against this view is that Paul saysl
Cor.15:44, "It is sown a natural body"
and uses the wordpsuchikon soma
meaning a living body. This
automatically rulesout the possibility
of reference to the burying of a dead
carcase. Thigs correct in respect to the
context of Vv.4244 but it is not valid
in respect to v.36. The reason for this
lies in the different voice of thevord
'sown' used by the apostle. In ver8és
and 37 the wordpeireisis used and is
in the active voice meaning the adt o
scatering and sowing seed. However,
in verses 424 the wordspeiretaiis
used and is in the passive voice.
Depending on the context thisord
relates not so much to the taof
sowing but the results of savg, hence



Bro. Thomas translates it, "it springs
forth” in reference tahe sprout body
of a planted seed. (See under the word
speiro in the GreekEnglish Lexicon
by Liddell and Scott). The context
requiles us to accepthis meaning.
Bearing in mind that verses 34 are
virtually a parenthetic statement, verse
42 can be read immediatelgllowing
verse 38 where the context clearly
refers to the sprout body the first
visible sign of sowing; the emergence
from the groundof a new plant.
Therefore, the apostle likens the
sowing of seed to théurying of the
dead body in verses 36 and 37 and
goes on to employhe simile of its
sprouting forth from the ground in the
context ofthe resurrection of the body.
Having developed ki theme to this
point the apostle then says, "So also is
the resurrection of the dead.slprings
forth in corruption...." The 'sowing' of
v.42 therefore relateso the newly
resurrected body as it eees forth in a
state of corruppn, dishonour,
weaknessand natural life.

View 31 This is the view advanced by
Bro. Thomas in his workAnastasis"
(1866) and is based upon the meaning
of the word 'sown’' in verses 424
explained above in View 2. The only
objectionraised against this view has
been that at resrection believers are
'reaped' not 'sown'. That is true, but
such an argument fails to takato
account either the variation in meaning
of the word speiretai used in the
passive voice or the demds of the
context. If the medng of the word
provided byBro. Thomas is accepted,
and some nable Lexicographers do
support his interpretation, then the
weakness and invalidity of this
objection immediately appears. Paul is
speakingabout the 'springing forth' of
the esurrected body and such
termirology underably relates to the
resurrection.

16

'RAISED
Cor.15:52

Two very diverse interpretations have
been placed upon this phrasghey
are:

a. That the dead are
resurrected with incorruptible
bodies, i.e. theycome forth
from the grave immortal. Ti&
doctrine is commonliknown as
'immortal emergence'.

b. That the dead are
‘raised’, 'reared up', 'rebuilt’, and
‘caused taexist' by a process in

INCORRUPTIBLE' - 1

stages to ultimate
incorruptibility.
An examination of the two

interpretations

Interpretation 1i This doctrinedoes
away with the judgement dhe "just
and unjust" before the tribunal of
Christ; leaves responsible but
unworthy saints and accountable
sinners in the grave, and dosisilar
violence to many other doctrines of the
"one faith". Theapostle does not ga
"The dead are resurrected
incorruptible”, but'the dead are raised
incorruptible”. Everything hinges on
the word 'raised’ and investigation
shows that it must not be confused
with anastasisor "standing up" of dead
ones.

Interpretation 2- The Greek wat
translated 'raised’ isgeiro meaning to
awaken, wake up, arouse, cause to rise
up, etc. In 1 Corl5:52 it is in the
passive voice. The word has wide
usage in the N.Tand relates to rising
from sickness, sitting or lying; to
appearing oraising up s@s to occupy

a place in the midst of people; to the
raising of buildings; to rising up
against, as well as to the rising of the
dead. For the phrase "shall be raised"
which in the Greek is the word
egerthesontaiBro. Thomas gives the




meaning "to raise uppr again, to dead "spring forth" in a state of
rebuild, to cause to exist" and adds that corruption, dishonourand weakness,
it includes the whole process of but when adjudgedworthy of eternal
rebuilding from the awakening to the life are "caused to exist" by a jpass
quickening" into immortality. The of "rebuilding" into a state of
apostle is therefore teaching that the incorruptibility, honour, anghower.

V.37 - "thou sowest not that body that shall be" 1 Roth.- "not thebody that shall
come intoexistence dost thou sow". The sprout baliffers from the original seed
body as does the fully grown plant.

"but bare grain” i Roth. - "but a nakedkernel'. An apt description othe lifeless
corpse laid like a seed in the ground.

"it may chance of wheat" i Roth.- "if it so happen of wheat".

V.38 - "But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him" d The word"pleased" is
thelo meaning to will, to wish, to desire. It is an inflexildévine principle that all
things produce "after their kind(Gen1:11,1221,24,25. There is no confusion in
nature and the same principle vaply to the resurrected body. A bodyqad in the
grave after an exighce in a state of corruption, dishonour, and weakness will not be
raisedin a state of perfection, incorruptiohpnour and power. The humaannot
become the angelic nor the terresdtrascend to the celestial watht a complete
change effected by the intervention of the divine will.

V.39-4171 These verses form a parenthetical statement by the apodthe eariey
and quality of flesh in creation and the variation of glbegween bodies terrestrial
and celestial. As this is not directly relevanthie present study these notes will pass
on to verse 42.

V.42 - "So also is the resurrection of the dead” - The wordanastasianeaning "a
standing up" occurs here. Bro. Thomas translates "So atbe istanding up of the
dead ones". This sentence binds the subjecteodes 37, 38 and 42 together as
pointed outinthgg r evi ous r emar ks oTheapostlehasrsgokea n d
of the seed being planted, dying, and sprouting fiortiew life after its kind. This he
likens to the resurrection or standingaflead ones from the dust of the ground.

"It is sown in corruption" - The word 'sown’ in this and the followingerses is
speiretaiand is in the passévwoice. The Greeknglish Lexcon by Liddell and Scott
under the wordspeiro says "passive, spring dre born". This conforms witiBro.
Thomas who gives the meaning assping or be born". The context howevemysn
finally determine thaneaning of the word used by the apostle. It is easy to wrest a
scripturalpassage such as this by the strict application of one shade of meaaing of
Greek word which completely contradicts the thrust of the argument.

There is ndfear of this mistake being made in this verse. The context ohesstly
concerns the springing forth of the newly germinated plant ft@rground, and this
is likened to the standing up of dead ones. HelBge, Thomas correctly translates the
phrase, "lis sprouted"”.

The resurrected body "is sprouted” in a state of corruption which wasildéion of
its nature before death. It is in exactly the same conditiomatfre as its previous
existence and remains in that condition until 'raisedillowed b perish once more
into the dust
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1 Cor.  GLORIFICATION
15:35-45
JUDGEMENT

RESURRECTION
DEATH

Ve RAISED/ |BODY
o N

"it is raised in incorruption” - The word 'raised’ isgerthesontaand signifies to raise

up, or again, to rebuild, to cause to exist. (See rmtdhis word in previous section).
Bro. Thomas says that the wofihcludes the whole process of rebuilding from the
awakening to thejuickening”. The individual having been awakened from sleep in
the dustof the earth assumes his former identity, mentally, morally, and physically
and stands before the judgement seat of Christ state of 'corruption‘wveakness’,
‘dishonour’, the possessor of a natural, living body. If accdptedhrist as worthy,
saints will undergo a change "in a moment, intthiekling of an eye" into a state of
incorruptibility or immortality. He ighen said to be "raised in incorruption”. This is
the third and final stagef the process after the pattern of raising grain.

The three stages ade:
1. The seed body Burial of the dead body
2. The sprout bod§ Anastasis (standing up or resurrection)

3. The raised body Rebuilding or immortalisation
These stages are illustrated in the diagadave

In verses 42 to 44 the apostle presentstmrasts between the resursgtbody and
the glorified body.
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Note the patter of these contrasts:

"Sown" "Raised"

IN IN
Corruption Incorruption
Dishonour Glory
Weakness Power

A natural body A spiritual body

V.43 - "dishonour" 7 atimia- denotes dishonour, ignominy, disgrace.
"glory" i doxa- denotes renown, splendour, brilliance, glory.
"weakness" i astheneia denotes wat of strength, infirmity, weakess, feebleness.

ower
anything.

I dunamis - signifies natural capability, inherent powerapability of

V.44 - "a natural body" i psuchikon soma a living body. Thisthen is contrasted
with a spiritual body pa body empowered by Spirit.

V.45 - In this verse the apostle demonstrates the difference betvateral life and
spiritual life in the resurrected state by contrastinditseAdam with the last Adam.

"The first man Adam" i Adam was the only man (exmeng Eve) not tchave come

into existence by the process of conception in the wombbatid He was formed

into a mature being by the Elohim out of the dafsthe ground aér their own image

and likenesgGen. 1:2. His experienceonforms exactly tdhat of the resurrected
being who likewise will bédormed out of the dust into the same image and likeness as
his formerself.

"was made a living soul" i Roth. and Diag- "became a living soul". Theuality of
his nature was natural, earthy, capable afuggion. This is airect quotation from
Gen.2:7.

"the last Adam was made a quickening spirit" i Diag. - "the last Adam dife-
giving spirit". Christ 'became’ a quickening spirit by a process of 'raigmglill his
brethren(see Rom.14:9

The word 'quikening'zoopoieaoccurred in verse 36 and signifiesniake alive, give

life. Christ has been raised incorruptible' and exaltethbyFather to become Judge
and bestower of eternal life upon all who e@thy- John 5:2129.

THE CONDITION OR NATURE OF THE RESURRECTED BODY
quotations will suffice toreveal the
Doctor's mind on thigoint in 1866
(refer also Eureka vol. 1, pg. 63).

In "Anastasis'Bro. Thomas states on a
number of occasions that the
resurrected body will be in condition

and nature like the body oAdam "This is our present life, intermitted at
before he transgressed and was made death, and restored when veavake
subject to death. Thefollowing from our sleep in the dust of sheol. We
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are then as Adam washen he came
from the Creator's hah The life is
organic and termable; and liable to
disturbance from any cause operating
judicially."

...... so that far as body is concerned
the matter, the one characton record
in the Lamb's Book of Life, when
glorified, will have been related to
three bodies, more or less intimately
connected the first, the body of sin;
the second, a body like Adam's before
hesinned: the third....... "

"The crowd before him in this stage of
resurrection, which is  simply
ANASTASIS, or standing up, are in
corrupton, dishonour, weaknessnd
naturalty; for those physical qualities
are constituents of abodies begotten
or conceived in dust "Dust of the
earth, earthy"yyet 'very good' bodies,
in the sense that the first Adam's was
'very good' before he sinned.”

It would appear thatBro. Thomas
adopted this view on the basis tbfe
context of Paul's quotation of Gen.2:7
in 1 Corl5:45 but aspointed out in
previous notes, it seems obvious that
the apostle issimply contrasting the
natural with the spiritual, theaethy
with the heavenly and the terrestrial
with the celestial. It is evidently not his
intention that we should assume that
the resurrected body will be ithe
'very good' state but rather in a natural
and earthy condition iontrast to the
belief of sone that the body would
emerge immortaand incorruptible.

In relation to destiny

It has been suggested thdsro.
Thomass view is correct if seen from
the point of view of Adam's relation to
destiny. Adam, before hsinned, was
not subject to death and hdestiny
depended upon thatervention of the
divine edict or sentence acting upon
him judicially to grant him immortality
or consign him into mortality or
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subjectionto death. This is said to be
the state in which the dead having been
raised will stand éfore Christ. They
will be raised in a 'very goodstate
having paid their debt to the Law of sin
and death and experieed the
consequences of mortality.

There seems to be little evidence for
this view however. Of the mamases
of resurrection in the sigtures there
are some where dissolution the body
had occurred (e.g. Mat27:5253) and
some whereorruption had set in (e.g.
John 11:39) In all the cases of
resurreabn it is evident that every
one, except the Lord himself, died
again in due time ad experienced
corruption. It is clear therefore thtite
resurrected body remains subject to
death. This conforms to thpattern
observed in the typical resurrection of
Daniel and of theLord himself who

had to receive fa chang
before exaltat o n to hi s Fat her
(Zech. 3:15).

Bro. Thomas in Eureka Volume

Three

As time went on, subsequent to the
publication of Anastasis it apprs that
Bro. Thomas  modified his
understanding on the subject die
condition of the resurrectedody. A
few qudations from Eueka volume
three adequately demonstrate this
point.

"This would not have been affirmed of
him (Christ) while dead. Buthe dead
body was made to live again. It was
thus restored to iteormer life; brought
back to what is was before; ...the
risen Jesusvaited to be changed, or
transformed, into what he was not on
emerging from the tomb. The true
believers who hope not to dienowing
that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom, are alsowaiting to be
changed or transformed into whaey



are not. Theposition of Jesusnd this
remnant is identical(page 383.

"This coming forth of the future
constituents of the perfect mdrom
the graves, restores them to an equality
with the few amongthe living, who
may attain perfection with tine In this
co-equality they are intellectually,
morally, and materially alike" @mge
586).

"But, passing through the grave
cleanses no one. They who emerge
thence, 'Come forth" with the same
nature they carried into it; and
therefore their coming forth is
resurrection. If the same kind of body
did not come forth that was buried, it
would not be resurrectionbut only
surrection, as in the case of the first
man........ He (Jesusjose again the
same Jesus that was buried, only that
instead of beingdead, he was alive
again. He was buried under the curse
of the Law,which 'made him a curse
for' our benefit (Gal.3:13): He came
forth while that same Law was in force
and operation, his coming fortipon
the arena of his execution did not
relieve him from the cursef that Law,
which sentenced him to continuous and
everlastingdeath; so that, if they could
have reaptured him, the Mosaic

authorties would doubtless have
returned him into death" §ge 587.

"I have been rather particular in the
exposition of the thigs conneted with
the body of Jesus, which being made
subjectively to know'the way of lives'
became the ‘'way' (John 14:6),
illustrative of themanner in which all
his brethren will experimentally pass
from the humiliation of death to the
exaltation of etrnal life and glory.
They, as he, come forth from the
unclean house of death earthy, and,
therefae unclean bodiegpage 589.

"All that comes out of the ground is
cursed, and unclean; so thaten the
body of Jesus, and the bodies of the
approved saints resurrection, require
to be justified, rectified, purged or
perfected, by all-absorbing spirit:
which makes every atom of their
substanceinstinct with incorruption,
and life; in other words, transforms it
into spirit" (page 70%.

If the context from wich these
guotations have been made s
exanmned, it will be seen thaBro.
Thomas is emphasising that in nature
and condition the resurrected body will
be identical to those whare 'alive and
remain' unto the return of Christ.

THE THREE STAGES OF RESURRECTION ILLUSTRATED IN DANIEL'S
TYPICAL DEATH AND RESURRECTION - DANIEL 10

In the third year of Cyrus, the year of Daniel's death, a vision was mbe prophet

of 'a Certain Man' or 'Man of the One' who represetttedViultitudinous Christ, the
perfeced and glorified ecclesia of whidbaniel himself was to be a member. Having
beheld the vision Dael de<ribes the experience which then overtook hiantypical
enactment ohis own death, resurrection, judgement and glorification as an example
of the pocess he and others would have to pass through to become thart\én of

the One'.

Daniel's Typical Death 8 Daniel 10:8-9

V.8 - "There remained no strength in me, for my vigour turned in me into

corruption and | retained no strength" i The loss of sength andodily vigour is
tantamount to the passing of life from the body.
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V.9 - "then was | in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground”
i Daniel was prostrate upon the ground in a deep sleep. Tagréphic enactment of
death.

The First Stage of Daniel's Resurrection 8 Daniel 10:10

V.10 - "And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and
upon the palms of my hands" & The application of power brougabout a renewal
of existence but its effect was partial, not completehgdd life but was not vigorous.
This is typical of the reformation of tltkeead and their emergence from the grave.

The Second Stage of Daniel's Resurrection 8 Daniel 10:11-17

V.11- "and stand upright" i He was now the subject ahastasisthe standing upf
dead ones.

"l stood trembling” 7 Though standing Daniel remained extremely feehtel
evidently in a state of fear.

V.15 - "] set my face toward the ground and | became dumb" i Daniel's
weakness is revealed here. He was consdimatshis nature was Htiearthtending
and he was speechless, rendering him incapable of giving an atzbis)judge.

V.16 - "one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then |
opened my mouth, and spake" i This enabled Daniel to give an accoohhimself
atthe Judgement Seat of Christ.

The Third Stage of Daniel's Resurrection - Daniel 10:18-19

V.18 - "there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man,

and he strengthened me" 7 This signfied Daniel's approval and hesved his
reward for faitiulness. It is equivalent to being changed ‘irmament, in the
twinkling of an eye" into a state of incorruptibility.

V.19 - "peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong" i Typically Danielnow
stood forth immortal in th&anquillity of unfading strenip.

THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

THE LOCALITY OF THE JUDGEMENT SEAT

All references to the judgement seat of Christ imply a specific locRbryexample:
"We shall all stand before the judgement seat of CrviRtim.14:10

"We must all appear before thelgement seat of Christ'2 Cor.5:10

"We beseech you brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Cdmigtpy our
gathering together unto him" 2 Theg&sl

"Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a cowetianmie by
sacrifice" Psalnb0:5-6

It being established that the judgement seat will be set up in a spec#lity there
remains the task of seeking within scripture as to whereldgbhatity might be. The
inferential evidence is strong indeed. Three contedtsnow be considera that shed
considerable light on this subject. Theg Deut33, Ps68, and Habakkuk 3.
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YAHWEH COMES IN FROM SINAI T Deut. 33:2-3

V.2 - "Yahweh came from Sinai" T Thoudh much of this chapter is cousth in the
past tense it is nevertheless evidehat Moses is speaking propieglly not
historically. Note the unfulfilled prophecy concerning Israéliture security and
glory1 Vv.26-29.

Yahweh (He who shall lsemeé the prophetic name of Deity which encapsuldies
purpose of being glorified in a multde made like unto Himself, signdantly occurs
here. It speaks of the multitudinous Christ (Yahweh andHillsaints, Zechl4:5)
arising from Sinai to proceed forth on their missodrtonquest.

Bro. Thomas translates the phrase, "Yahweh came in fromi"Sirhe prophecy is
couched in the past tense because its fulfilment is guarametheé pinciple of Rom
4:17. Moses saw the multitudinous Christ go fdértdm the region of Sinai and march
by stages to the Land of Promise. Themt of departure beg Sinai, it is reasonable

to assume that it was thpace of judgement and the scene of the glorification of the
worthy andfaithful saints.

"and rose up from Seir unto themoi The word ‘rose up' igarachin the Hebrew
signifying to irradiate (or shodbrth beams) i.e. to rise (ake sun). The analogy is
that of the sun rising at the dawn of a new dayl travelling over the expanse of
heaven. The picture is of Christ, the SafnRighteousness (Ma#l:2), together with
his saints (MatiL3:43) risingupon the political6 e a and lgdng forth to dispel its
darknes® 2 Thess2:8; 1:7-10.

As Christ's entry into the land will be from the east the analogy of the rising sun is
very appropriate.

"he shined forth from Mt. Paran" & Again the analogy is thaf the sunnow risen
high in the sky. The exact location of Mt. Paran is difficuld&iermine but it was
somewhere in the region of KadeBhrnea. Christ antiis saints are seen moving
rapidly across the region of the Sinai Peninsularthwards, thenastwards and then
north again to enter the land frahre east.

"and he came with ten thousands of saints" 1 The word ‘came’ iathahsignifying
to arrive, to appear speedily, suddenly, and unexpectedly.iSige of the rising
sun. The saints are liked to the rays of the sun simg forth and dispelling the
darkness of the political earth. Ten thousasda symbolic number in scripture
representing an innumerable multitudeee 1 Cor4:15; 14:19;Ps.3:6, Song of Sol.
5:10;1 Sam29:5;Jude 14.

Rotherhamtranslates, "Yea he came out of holy myriads". The word 'thousends'
rebabah- abundance, i.e. a myriad. Moses is speaking not of Isrdleé wilderness
but of the innumerable company of the redeemed (R&y.who "follow the Lamb
whithersoevehe goeth".

"from his right hand" 7 The symbol of power and authority exercised by the Lord
Jesus Christ and his sainrtBs.44:3;45:4,9.

"a fiery law for them" i Bro. Thomas translates, "a fiery mandate". RetHire to
guide them". The wordshdathn the Hebrew meansfiae-law. The symbl of fire is
frequently used in the context of judgement aind evident that the law which
emanates from Christ's hand has to do Withjudgement of the nations

FROM SINAI INTO THE HOLY PLACE i Psalm 68
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V.1 - "Let God arise"” & This verse is a direct quotation from Nuri0:35 except
that David makes one important change to Moses' words. Eadhaayovement of
the Ark was heralded by the words "Rise up, Yahwald let thine enemies be
scattered; and let them thhate thee flee before". Similarly when the Ark rested
Moses said, "Retur® Yahweh, untdhe many thousands of IsraéNum.10:3336).

It is significant that these words are quoted in a Psalm which dealsheitbringing
up of the Ark to Jerusalem. Bothe progress of the Ark fro®inai to Canaan and its
installation by David in Jerusalemere highly tyjical events. The Ark of Israel, the
Lord Jesus Christ and its cherubim, tjerified saints will again move from Sinai
into Jerusalem.

Hence David sudtitutes 'Elohim’ for "Yahweh', for then 'he who viaécome' will be
manifested in a multitude of 'mighty ones'. No longer Wilhweh go before the
nation and return to it as in the days of MosesHmitvill be manifested in a host who
will bear His name

V.4 - "extol Him that rideth upon the heavens by his name Yah" i Roth.- "that
rideth through the waste plains". The word 'heavenatabahand should read Lit.
“through the deserts". This compares beautifully id#ut. 33:2 as the Arabah is the
arid region south of the Dead Sea, to #ast of Paran and in the proximity of Seir.

V.17 - "The chariots of God are twenty thousand" i Roth.- "The chaiots of God

are two myriads, thousands repeated”. As stated in the owntBgut.33:2 this is a
symbolic umberrepresenting an innumerable nitwitle - the multitudinous Christ.
Chariots & vehicles of warfare (Ps.20:Ex. 14:7). These being the 'chariots of
Elohim' are symbolic of Christ arttie saints in warlike manifestation as thehicle

of Yahweh in Hs controersy against the nations. It is upon these chariots that He
rides through thérabah(v.4).

"even thousands of angels" i The word 'angels' ishinansignifying to change, to
reiterate, a repeating. Hend@opth. - "thousands repeatedQther transdtions provide
the alternative, "the changed ones".

"the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place"” i Bro. Thomas
translates, "The Lord among them, Sinaithe holy". While this is litelly correct

there are other translations which appear towhlight on David's meaning. In his
margin Rotherham quotes Ginsburg who translates, Lord hath come from Sinai

into the sanctuary". The Companion Bililas, "Yahweh among them (the chariots
and the angels) hath come frd@mai into his sanctuary". EnJerusalem Bible has,
“"the Lord has left Sindbor his sanctuary”. The woradonaishould be Yahweh, being

one of thechanges made by the Sopherim. This beautifully harmonises this verse with
verse 4.

The saints are pictured as the chendtiariots of D&y amongst whom idound
Yahweh (Christ the Father's namigearer) riding from the precinoté Sinai through
the Arabah and into his sanctuaryerusalem.

Once again the point of departure for Christ and his saints is Sinai, pralviogt
conclusivelythat it is the place of judgement.

V.18 - "Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive" i Paul
guotes these words in Eph:8 and applies them to the resurrectaomd glory of
Christ, as the guarantee of the resurrection and glorificafidns faithful brethren.
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This confirms the fact that the Psalm deals wlitimgs that were beyond the days of
David.

ELOAH SHALL COME FROM THE SOUTH i Hab. 3:3-4

V.3 - "God came from Teman" i The title of Deity used is Eloah signifyg 'the
mighty one' ad is clearly a reference to Christ. See use ofntbe in Dan.2:44. Of
this mighty one it is said in Hal3:13, "Thou wentestorth for the salvation of thy
people, even for salvation with thine anointedihe anointed of this verse are the
glorified, thus fully anointed saint¢2 Cor. 1:21).

Teman simply means the south, i.e. south of Israel or the region of Sinai.

It is important to note that though this verse is in the past tense it dotdanslated

in the future tense, hence Bro. Thomas transjdi€loahshall come in from the
south". The wordyahvooccurs in the text anshould read 'shall come in’, being in the
future tense. That Habakk@ipeaks of future events is obvious from the latter half of
the verse.

Once again the startiqgpint of Mesgah's advance into the land is from the regibn
Sinai, theplace @ judgement.

"and the holy one from mount Paran" i Compare these words with De@8:2.The
march of Christ and his saints takes them through the regi®arain just south of
KadeshBarne.

"His _glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise" i
Habakkuk proceeds to the ultimate purpose of the work commen&idai to fill
the earth with Yahweh's glory manifested in Christ andsénets.

V.4 - "And his brightness was as the light" i Roth.- "And a brightnesss light
appeareth”. This parallels with the analogy of the sun found in B8utChrist and
the saints "the kings of the sun's rising" (R&6:12) will dawn upon a darkened
world like the rays of the sun risinger the horizorat the dawn of a new day.

"he had horns coming out of his hand" i The word 'horns' igleren- a horn (as
projecting); the word can mean a ray of light. Hence Rothethamslates, "rays out
of his hand hath he". The Jerusalem Bible traas|dtays flash from his hands".
Again the figure used is that of the sun. Thgs or 'horns' which emanate from the
hand of the mighty one are syoiliz of the saints in glory. Both the hoamd the hand
are symbols of poar, hence

"there was the hiding of his power" i The word 'hiding' ischebyowrsignifying a
concealment. Thus, the Jerusalem Bible translates, "that is waengower lies
hidden". There is another remarkable correlation of ideas \Wwihe Deut. 33:2 -
"From his right hand went a fieryMafor them". Thesaints will be the ministers of
judgement to the nationd?s.149 Jude 14.

The evidence of these three passages of scripture seems quite conSiasivis. the
place of judgement, made so bivine decree, historical assatons and dmirable
suitability for the purpose.

SINAI - THE MOUNTAIN OF JUDGEMENT

The suitability of Sinai as the place of judgement is well described by HBR.
Mansfield in this extract from the Logos Prophetic Supplement @6No. 8).
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A place that is isolad, and likelyto

remain so, is required to permit teecret
and uninterrupted communioaf Christ

with his brethren, followinghe Judgment
(see Isa. 26:2Q21).

Sinai
purpose. It is also rich in historical
background so ato provide thesolemn
significance for such an ocsian It was at
Sinai that Moses oeived his call, and
witnessed theniracle of the burning bush.

There,also, Yahweh announced His name

which is expressive of His covenaunith
Abraham. At the Mount. taelwas given

the law and was constituted the Kingdom

of God. To it, Elijahfled from the fury of
Jezebel after higlramatic destruction of
the priests ofBaal and in the storm of
hurricane ancearthquake, and then in the
"still, small voice" he was praided with

an oustanding apocalypse of divine power

and wisdom. At Sinai, most likelRaul
received the revelations that wese awe
inspiring and wonderful, that heas not
then permitted to reveal themmto others.

The Sinaitic Peninsula is in the forof a
triangle bordered on the one sibdg the
Red Sea, and on the other thye Gulf of
Akaba. It is recogniseds one of the most
mountainous regionsf the earth's surface.

Towering, rugged mountains of rgdanie
are intersected by narrow i&fs and
desolate plans. Before Horeb a vast
plain at the head of valleythat leadto it,
and in which the Israigés camped when
they were led therky Moses.

Moses describes the area as "a geeat
terrible wilderness of fiery spens,
scorpions and drought (Deut. 8:15).
Jeremiah declares that it & land of
deserts and of pits, a lard drought and
of the shadow of death, land that no man
passeth through,and where no man
dwelleth” (Jer. 2:6).

The Mount itself is approacheatirough a
valley some 200feet wide, with huge
masses of perpendiculgranite rocks on
either side. which gmar as though
shattered and spliby earthquake. The
valley has a gentlehut constant, ascent;
the scenery istern as is appropriate to the
use ofthe site. It proclaimghe land of

is adequately situated for the

miracles, and its awful ' isolation asglit,
eroded rocks seem to suggesttéreors of
Yahweh. The scenes easuited to the
sounds of the darful trumpet that was
once heard thergnd the equally anxious
feelings thawill he inducedby the setting
up thereof the Judgment Seat Ghrist.

A Description of Sinai

The giving of theLaw is associatedith
two peaks: Horeland Sinai.They form
two eminences on the @emes of a
plateau some three milebng. It was
before Horé that the peoplegathered and
heard thevoice of Yahweh: it was to Sinai
that Mosesasceded when héd sakeface
to f with etile angel nambearer.
Horebis some 6,500 feet above sea level
(Sinai about 7,500 fet), and about 1.000
feet above the plain. It has a cliifke
appearance rising precipitously, like a
huge altar set in a sanctuary, andaised
by a large plain capable of daming an
immen® concourse fopeople. In Sinai
and Pdestine, Dr. Stanky comments:

"That such a plain should exist atall in
front of such a cliff is so remarlable a
coincidence with the sacred namative as
to furnish a strong internal argument,
not merely of its identity with the scene,
but of the scene itself having been
describedby an eyewitness. The awful
and lengthened approach, as to some
natural sanctuary, would have been the
fittest preparation for the coming scene.
The low line of alluvial mounds at the
foot of the cliff exactly answers to the
'bounds' which were to keep the people
off from 'touching the Mount." The
Plain itself is not broken and uneven
and narrowly shut in like almost all
others in the range, but presents a long
retiring sweep, against which the people
could 'remove and stand afar off." The
cliff rising like a huge altar in front of
the whole congregation, and visible
against the sky in lonely splendoufrom
end to end of the whole plairis the very
image of the 'mount that might be
touched,' and from which the'voice' of
God might be heard far andwide ove
the stillness of (he plain blow, widened
at that point to its utmost extent by the



confluence of all the continuous

valleys."

The experience hadmofound efect upon
the people of Israel whethey gathered
there under Moses, gbat hey entreated
with him to intecede for them whilst they
retired afaroff. How much more awe
inspiring will be our visit to that Mount.
Already the power of Yahweh will be
visibly manifested in that the majorif
the innumerable host then assembileti
have been raised from the dedue will

there assembled will doubss be
impressd by his or her wvorthiness for
eternal life, and yetbuoyed up in the
confidence that Gods love, and that He
has provided an Advocate who knows and
understands our feelings, and whose
sympatheticconsideration will extend the
mercy of forgivenes wherever possible
consistent with the justness and
righteousness ofhis Father. Thus the
principles of holiness and reverence to the
Name of Yahweh will be elevated bl &

the glory of the One who proclaimed it.

be reunited with loved onesvho have
died but then will live againEach one

THE JUDGEMENT SEAT A LITERAL REALITY

Perhaps the most graphic picture of the judgement seat is given bydie himself
in his parable of the Sheep and the Ge:stt. 25:31-46.

Matthew 25:31-46

V.31 - "When the son of man" i Significantly the Lord uses the titlson of man'.
This is the title of Christ which emphasises his delegated authority from his Rather.
was precisely because of his being son of Adam as wedbasof God that he is
qualified to judge all men John 5:2122, 27.

"For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the fesfliogr
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet witsout (Heb.4:15).
Who better to exercise divine judgement?

"and all the holy angels with him" i Thatthe angels will play an impait part in
our judgement is beyond doubt; therefore, a special sectiorbavitlevoted to this
subject later in these notes.

"then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory" 1 This throne is cleayl not the
throne of David which will be the throne of Christ's glory duting Kingdom age but
Christ's judgement throne at Sinai. Compareldinguage used in this verse with the
Lord's description of the judgementLuke 9:26. The Lord presents a vipdtture of

a literal throne upomwhich he himself will sit arrayed in glory and surrounded by his
angels whowill assist him in the judgement process.idt purifying to mentally
contenplate this scene as it will transpire on the plain beneath Mt. Sinai.

V.32 - "And before him shall be gathered all nations" i Some havehought this to

be a reference to the judgement of the nations asléseribed in Daniel 7. However,
the context of Matt25 clearly has refence to individual responsibility and ultineat
judgement. Note the parabdé the Ten Virgins and of the Talents and also v.41 and
v.46. The rewardf the righteous in the case is 'life eternal’; this is certainly not
affirmable of the nations who will be summoned before Christ's throne in Jerusalem
following Armageddon.

'All nations' is scriptural phraseology for people of all nations.eNoel 3:1112;
Zech. 14:2;the reference is to the armies of all nations, em#ry member of the
nations. Similarly, at the judgement there will fie@sent peopleut of all nations
Acts 15:14; 10:35; Rev. 5:9.
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"and he shall separate them one from another” i A vivid picture of theGreat
Shepherd dividing his flock "discerning between the righteougranaicked"(Mal.
3:18. An inescapable reality for all resmible men andvomen! We must all stand
before Christ's judgement throne and behugdglory and having given an account of
ourselves receive a direction frdmm - to the right or the left. This is the moment of
truth for all. It is conjectural whetherighseparation will ome early or later in the
judgement process what is certain is that the decision is irreversible and the
moments spent before our Lord in this scene will be the climax ofeatire
existence.

"as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats" i The very languagsuggest

a preponderance of goats framongst which the sheep ardragted, thus fulfilling
the words, "Many are called but few are chose3tieep are chosen to represent
faithful and worthy saints because of thelraractestics and clearly it is character
which Christ will judge’ noteVv.34-35.

Sheep are dependent, submissive, willingly obedient and gregarioughesik
characteristis will be found in the faithful dependence upon th@ood Shepherd,
humble submission weards God, willing obedience tdis will and recognition of
their need of fellowship with their brethren.

Goats on the other hand are independent, solitary, disobedient, wilfldadladsly
selfish. These characteristics, or any of them, will disquafibynfentrance to the
Kingdom. Those who are confident in their own strengtfyse to assist their needy
brethren, disobey divine laws, manifest a wilflisposition and callously disregard
the needs of others are unfit for a plat&od's kingdom.

V.33 - "he shall set the sheep on his right hand" d The right hand, theymbol of
power and divine authority is to be the side of reward whieleft is reserved for the
rejected. Those who pass to the right side sullely echo the words of the Messiah
himsdf, "Thou wilt shew me theath of life; in thy presence fsllnessof joy; at thy
right hand there angleasures for evermore" (A<6:11).

Having made the division between sheep and goats the Judge thenhigves
approbation of the faithful and his camnation of the unfaithful/v.34-46.

THE BASIS OF JUDGEMENT - THE WORD

When the responsible stand before ghdgement seat of Christ it dearthat the
basis of their judgement will be the Word of Godiohn 12:4749; Rom.2:12. Christ

will be seekingthe "fruit of the Spirit", the evidenaaf a character fashioned by the
power of the Word of God, for this alomall ensure acceptance at the judgement seat
- note 2 Tim.3:15 to 4:1.

The word of God is a living power and will endure forever, hence tidse are
manifestations of it and whose lives have been framed and ghbidédwill also
endure forever Yahweh will not deny His own wordl Pet.1:22-25.

A VERBAL ACCOUNT - Romans 14:10-12

V.10 - "we shall all stand before the judgement seat of Christ" i Shouldread
"jJudgement seat of Godhgos" (R.S.V., Nestle; elc It is Deity'sjudgement seat but
he has committed all judgement into the hands ofdms John 5:22, 27.
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V.11 - "For it is written" T This verse is a direct quotation from Igkb:23. The
context of Isaiah speaks of a purified Israel and a humbledd following the
judgements Christ is to pour out upon the nationBisatreturn. This is evident also
from the other occasion in which the aposjleotes the same wordsPhil. 2:9-11.
While in Philippians Paul applies th@ophecy to the triumph of Messiah and his
acclamation by the nation$iere he applies it to the events associatéth the
appearance of the @ansible before the judgement seat.

"every knee shall bow to me" d This is nclusive of saints at the judgent as well
as of all nations.

"and every tongue shall confess to God" i In the case of the peoplestbe nations
this will be a declaration of Yahweh's glory and supremacyaawdication of the
righteous. In the case tiie saints it will be the sani®it on a personal level, during
and subsequent to the process of judgemEme. word ‘confess' isxomologeomai
signifying to speak out the santkings, confess fully. An idea of its meaning is
gained from its use in Matt3:6; Mark 1:5 (confessing); James 5:1Bgev. 3:5
(confess).

The use of the voice is clearly intended.

V.12 - "every one of us shall give account of himself to God" i The word
‘account’ idogos(the word spoken; an expression of the thoughthe mind). h this
contextlogos signifies the word as that which spoken, an exposition or account
which one gives. All who are responsibigll give a verbal account before Deity
which will expose their charactemd reveal their conduct during probation. It is
possible that a full reviewof our lives will be made in the presence of the angels and
that we will then appear before Christ for his finadgement which by then the
discerning will have anticipated.

THE PLACE OF THE ANGELS AT THE JUDGEMENT

The angels wilplay an active and important part in the judgement ofhitnesehold
and the development of Yahweh Tz'vaoth (He who shall becammges) or the
Multitudinous Christ who will then relieve them from thdities for the duration of
the Millenniumd Heb.2:5.

1. The angels will accompany Christ when he returns as Jadgdatt. 16:27
25:31;Mark 8:38.

2. The results of the judgement will be declared in the present® @ngels Luke
12:89; Rev.3:5.

3. The angels will be involved in the removal and punishmerthefunworthy-
Matt. 13:4950.
THE ANGELS AS MINISTERS TO THE SAINTS

That the angels will be involved in the juglgent of the saints is partiaualy
appropriate in view of their close involvement with those saints dutiegy
probation. The scriptures tdachat Yahweh appoints an angel nonister to and
overshadow those who become heirs of salvatidaeb.1:14;Ps.34:7;1 Tim.5:21.
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Hebrews 1:14

"Are they not all ministering spirits" 7 The word 'ministering’ idlitourgikos
signifying that which pertas to the public service, esp. of temple. This is a most
appropriate word for the work of the angels, tbey are indeed servants for the
general good and welleing of 'a Temple' the Temple of the living God composed
of living stones; the Ecclesia.

They are 'spirits' or immortal messengers.

Roth.- "Are they not all spirits doing public serviée for ministry senforth for the
sake of them who are about to inherit salvation".

"sent forth to minister" i The Greek for th words 'sent forth' iapostdlo - to send
forth, equip and despatch upon a certain mission. fiegion is to 'minister Greek

eis diakonia Lit. with a view toservice. The task of the angels is to senas¢hwho

are the heirs of salMah. This is a remarkable and soberingt fixcitself and should
provide agreater sensitivity to divine things, but there is the added fact that the
position of the angels in relation to the saints admirably fits them fowthik of
judgement.

It also appears from a number of scriptural passtggsach individuasaint has one
particular angel who is appointed to minister to BimGen.48:16 Matt. 18:1Q Acts
12:15.

Sometimes the word 'angels' in Acts B:ls interpreted as simply meag a
messenger. This is one explanation which is satisfg, but it doesot ring as true as
the alternative interpretation in view of the absolntedulousness of the disciples
in the house of John Mark. The damBéloda insisted that it was Peter's voice that
she heard at the door atitht there was no istake. In the face of this insistence only
one thingseemed feasible divine intervention- it must be Peter's angel! It is
interesting to note that Peter's angel was instrumental in releasinfgoinmprison-
Acts 12:710.

THE BOOKS OF JUDGEMENT

The sciptures speak of two books that will be involved in the destinyewdry
responsible person. They ae:

1. A book of the Life
2. The Book of Life

The latter is frequently referred to by that name while the foimafluced to in a
number of passages whiwill be considered in these notes.

Are the Books literal or figurative?

The question as to whether the books of judgement are literal or figusatinéikely

to be finally resolved until the day of judgenhemhen the anger one way or the
other will nd be of great significance to those passimgugh the judgement process.

It is now that we can gain value frammaking the effort to determine an answer from
the evidence of scriptur®r ourselves, and being fully persuadadour own mind,

use that knovedge to stimulate and strengthen our faith so that what is recorded in
those books will be a cause of joy for us in the day of account.
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While it is manifestly obvious that Yahweh, whose knowledge and mekmany no
bounds, is not in need of a book to netthe names of theaints or the events of their
lives, a good deal of evidence seems to ptonthere being literal books for this
purpose. Deity in His infinite wisdordoes not require written records in order to
remember, but finite anfickle man isnot in that position. May it not be that God
could adoptr method of recording the lives and names of His servants, which though
unnecessary to Himself is to the advaetand consolation of His chreh. Certainly

the expressions used in relation to trmoks of judgemenimply the existence of
literal books, whether they actually exist or not.

The conviction that there is a book in which our names have been vsgitderause of
great joy to faithful disciples of Christ (Luke 10:20), whihe knowledgehat all our
ways and actions are recorded in another hisoa compelling influence towards
constancy andteadfastneds living the Truth in daily life.

Some evidence for literal books

Firstly, it is interesting to note that the word for 'book’ in Hebrewiphrah meaning
a writing, by impication a book, while the word in th&reek isbiblos signifying a
written book, roll, or volume.

Moses evidently believed that there was a literal Book of Life. This isclemr
implication from Ex.32:32. The wordwritten' iskathabandmeans to grave; to write.
It is the same word as is used in Dan. 12:1 whildo implies the existence of an
actual book. (Note the wdsathabis used in Ex31:18;32:15, and Dard:13).

In the N.T. there is also evidence for arbteBook of Life. The Lord saido his
disciples, "Rejoice, because wonames are written in heaverlluke 10:20. The
word 'written' in the Greek is said by the better téatbe eggegraptaisignifying to
inscribe orenrol Hence Nestle "have been ewotled".

A BOOK OF THE LIFE

This is a kind of ‘day book' in which the daily lives of the saints@zerded, event

for event through the trials, tribulations, triumphs, failurefs, and acts of
righteousness that occur. By this means the growthdamdopment of character is
carefully traced throughout our probatioit either the death of the saint or at the
return of Christ the account witle taken and the divine decision made as to whether
or not the saint wilhave his name left inscribed in the dkoof Life. Both books will
appeaiat the judgement seat of Christ. The ‘day book' to review the lifpraction

of each saint will most likely be used by the angel appointadingter to him, while

the Book of Life will be used by Christ to pdssal judgement.

The following passages refer to a daily account or a book of the Life.

Psalm 56:8

"Thou tellest my wanderings" i Roth. - "My wanderings hast thou recad'. The
word 'tellest’ iscaphar, to score with a mark as a tally or recard, to inscibe.

"are they not in thy book" 1 ciphrah from caphar, meaning a writingr record. As
this is not the Book of Life in which are recorded nameasust refer to another
recordd an individual account of the Psalmist's life.

Where sins recorded therein hatdsequently been forgiven, they will bletted out
of the record entirely (Is@3:25).
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Malachi 3:16

"and a book of remembrance" i The Hebrew word for 'book’ is agadiphrah - a
writing or record. The word 'remembrance’zikrown - a memento, from theoot
zakar- to mark; i.e. to remember. Thi®uld well be a reference to a daily record of
remembrance as well asexcord of identity.

"was written before him" i This language clearly implies that someam®te the
record for Yahweh. Only His angels dduperform that task athe time of this
prophecy. It was a practice of monarchs of the timesetord the history of their
reigns and to note the acts of their servanisther 6:1. Unlike earthly monarchs
Yahweh does not require a recordoakt histoy in order to review distant events, but
evidently has chosen taep such a record of the lives of His saints for their present
and ultimatebenefit.

The use of the worllathab- to grave, to write, once again stronglyggests an actual
record.

Revelation 20:12

"And | saw the dead" i These are the nnals who have died during tiMillennium

and are raised at the second resurrection to face judgairtbetend of Christs,000

year reign. As the second resurrection aragement will be a regiition in format

and aim of the first, we magonclude that the methods used to dispense judgement
are also the same.

"stand before God" 7 Christ will be the judge, he being the manifestatand
representative déod

"and the books were opened" i These books (plubpare quite distincfrom the
Book of Life which is next mentioned as a singular rec@idarly a daily account of
each individual's life will be kept and outthiese records they will be judged.

"according to their works" i Their 'works' or deeds arenat is recordeth the books
as these constitute an indication of character.

THE BOOK OF LIFE

This is a record of those who will enter into eternal life. The names shills are
recorded at the time of their baptism, i.e. the beginning of freibaton - Luke
10:20;Phil. 4:3.

The name remains in the book as long as the life of the saint is wonpeypeEtuation
eternally, otherwise it is "blotted outRev.3:5; Ex. 32:3233; Ps.69:28.

At the judgement only those whose names appear in the Bdafeakill be granted
immortality’ Dan.12:1;Rev.21:27;20:15.
REAPING WHAT WE SOW

Those who have devoted their lives to the fulfilling of fleshly desiresimvilhe end
reap of the flesh the only thing it can offer corruption.t@nother hand, theswho
have devoted their lives to spiritual pursuigl in the end reap of the Spirit life
everlasting Gal.6:8.

The apostle elsewhere termed it "receiving in body" the things ddrether good or
evil - 2 Cor.5:10.
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2 Corinthians 5:10

"we must all appear" i Paul useshe wordphaneroo- to make aparent, show forth,
which is twice rendered 'made manifest' in the wexse (v11), to emphasise that we
will receive bodily what we have done.

“that every one may receive the things done in his body" i It will be noted that
the words 'done' and 'his' areitalics in the A.V. and thefere should be deleted to
give the proper sense.

Rotherham's translation of this verse is interesting and captures theetrses "For
we all must needs be made manifesbbethe judgemerseat of Christ, that each one
may get back the things done by meanthefbody, according to the things which he
practised, whether good arorrupt”. We shall receive in body theward or
punishment due accargy to that which we haveodie. The wages of sin is death or
corruptionbut the gift of God is eternal lifeRom.6:23.

CHILDREN AT THE JUDGEMENT SEAT

The children of saints are "an heritage of Yahweh; and the fruit oivtineb is his
reward" (Ps.127:3). This being the case it tertain that thd=ather will provide an
arrangement for the present and future Melhgof children whose parents are called
to the judgement seat. Neither thather or His son are indifferent to the concerns and
feelings of parentgnd it is likely that children will accompany their parents in family
groupsto the precincts of Sinai where they will continue to receive carednchation
both during and subsequent to the judgement in order to prigamefor their place

in the Kingdom as mortal subjsobf Christ.

In the Ambassador Vo3 page 185 Brother Roberts commented on shigject as
follows: "As to children who may be alive when the Loedurns and sends for the
members of his household......the questionwidl, not provision be made for the
household of the faithful? If we ate judge from the Deity's operations in thasp

we are justified in expeicty that this will be so. Respect has always been shewn to the
kindred of those who have been the objects of divine regard. Noah's familg is on
instance; Lot's family another. His seimslaw were, by command of thengels,
invited to escape the impendingdgement, but laughed the iraibn to scorn.
Rahab's family were speat from the destruction thatfie# Jericho. Is it not possible
that smilar favour will be shewn when thgreatest judgement of all arrives? Is it not
possible that households may twited to accompany the saints eastward? As a
matter of course, the saintdone are called to judgement, and they alone enter the
Kingdom ofGod,in the sense of obtaining the life, honcamd glory of it; but mortal
subects will have to be provided for as well as kings and priests; and ispgbasible

the saints may have a commission to secure among these dqulacteh of their
kindred as shall have to leave home and country fosda of the New Power, there

to shelter in the King's refuge until thedgement is overpast, and afterwards to settle
among the tribes of Israak strangers sojourning in the Land, to whom a portion will
be dividedqEzek.47:22). If so all difficulty about the children would be at an end"

The passage from Ezeld7:2223 referred to by Bro. Roberts bears closer
examination as it provides the key to the future of the children of pacalksl to
judgement.

Ezekiel 47:22-23
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V.22 - "ye shall divide it by lot for an inheritance” i The context coterns the
division of the Land of Promiseamongst the restored and piatf tribes of Israel in
the age to come. The area divided to each tribethelh be further dided amongst
the families of that tribe.

"to_the strangers that sojourn among you" & The strangers are foreigneos
Gentiles by origin. However, they are not ioatty Gentiles but a prikeged class, as
they are to be considered "asrion the country amng the children of Israel”.
Furthermore, they will inherit equally in the Lamdth other natural born Israelites.
Only a special class would be given sogportunities.

It is evident that these 'strangers' are the children of saints who haglobedhe

age of responsibility at Christ's return. They would by thenmature adults with
families of their own, having been raised througle dramatic period of Christ's
subjugatio of the nations and his preptions for the Kingdom age. During this time
they will have been wekducated in the things of the Truth andl\wéve accepted it

in the apprpriate manner. In fact more will be required of them than the Gentiles
outside the Land. Not only must they b&cumcised in heart (the puaiple of
baptism)but also in flesh Ezek.44:9.

As mortals they will live out their prolian in the Land under the gwadce of Christ
and his saints in preparation for their ultimate acceptamoeimmortality at the
second resurrection and judgement.

Two Questions Considered
Two questions naturally occur as a result of such a consideration ahthysare-
1. What of the children whose parents are rejected at the judgement seat?

2. What is the age of responsibility and what will happen to theke have
reached it but hae not been baptised at Christ's return?

The following is an attempt to supply a scriptural answer to thesquestions.

Question 1- The overriding principle in all cases that might be raised'&hall not
the didge of all the earth do righ{Gen.1825). Where parentsave turned their backs
on the Truth and lived ungodly lives, and thaiildren have followed their example it
is certain that both parents acdlildren will be banished from Christ's presence. This
was the principleadopted in the casef the Canaanites who inhabited the Land of
Promise(Deut. 20:1618). The reason for destroying the children along with their
adults was that having been educated in their parent's evil waywolky eventually
grow up and practise the same evils.

If however, children have shown an interasthe things of the Truth dpse their
parent's indifference, it is certain that they will recereoppotunity to accept the
Truth by being preserved from the judgement thdit befall their parents. This is
amgy illustrated in the case of Korah aht children- Num. 26:911.

The children of Korah evidently dissociated themselves from their fatiededlion
and were spared from the judgement poured out upon the eglgeteir families.

Children whose parés are rejected in such a case may well be careahbeducated
in spiritual things by immortal foster parents until thegyain to maturity. Perhaps
these children will grow up in the compaaf/the children of Israelites who sureiv
Armageddon, and beund playng "in the streets of JerusaleliZech.8:4-5).
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In the plan of Deity 50 years will pass between the return of Christhenapening of
the Millennium, thus a child born just prior to the retwitl be over 50 when the
Millennial Age dawns anavill be able to take hiplace among the restored tribes of
Israel.

Question 2- In the wilderness the age of responsibility appears to baea "from
twenty years old and upward". At least all who had attaihatiage were condemned
to die in the wildemess- Num. 14:29. Twentyvas also the age at which the payment
of half a shekel had to be magex. 30:14) and also the age at which a young man
entered Israel's militarfjprces (Num1:3). However, it would be dangerous to suggest
that a fixedage determmes responsibility to divine judgement. Responsibility results
from knowledge, not age, and it is absolutely certain that any young pensien
twenty who has acquired sufficient knowledge to enlighten thento awhat is
required of them but have delila¢ely delayed answering tleall of the Truth or have
ignored it altogether, will be called upon to gae account at the judgement seat as to
why they did so and will face @vitable and outright rejection. Such will be given no
opportunity to liveas matals during the Kingdom Age.

Responsibility then, is predicated upon knowledge and this may come well before 20
as it did to Robert Roberts who was baptised atgb®fl4.

What then of those young people who having reached an age whearéhssginnig
to appreciate the message of the Truth and can see théorgedv in knowledge so
that they might accept it, but are prevented frdomg so by the intervention of the
return of Christ?

There is no doubt that such children will receive merciful conatam by Christ. Not
having attained sufficierknowledge to be considered pesisible to judgement they
will be given opportunity to continue theaducation in the things of the Truth and
will live out their probation asnortals in the Kingdom Age. Theey to their future
well-being is theirinterest in the things of the Truth manifested by their keen
involvementin such things as Sunday School work, but above all by a willing
submisson to their parent's guidance and instieet The disinterested and
disobedient child is not likely to be regarded sstable for a privileged pogin
among mortals in the Kingdom Age.

For those who have come to sufficient knowledge to ntiadten accouratble for their
actions but are prevented by time from being baptisegl the Lord may return the
very week or dayhat they are due to be bagii), it is certain that their intentions
will be taken into account by thlidge. The God of heaven and earth says of Himself,
"I Yahweh searchthe heart, | try the reins, even ¢gove every man according to his
ways,and according to the fruit of his doings" (J&r:10). Knowing the heaxf his
children, Yahweh will provide a way into immortality for those wieve diligently
sought Him and earnestly desired to make a covendhtkim by sacrifice in the
waters of baptism, but were prevented from daodoy things beyond their control.
The case is illustrated by the promisieChrist to the repentant thief on the cress
Luke 23:4243.

The Judge of all the earth will do rigimt such cases. He will perceive @penuine and
divide them from the dilatory and deceitful.
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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN

A great responsibility devolves upon parents to educate their childtbe things of
the Truth from the earliest psible age that they might lgrepared for reception by
Christ as privileged mortals in the Kingdom Age.

It is an apostolic commandment to bring up children "in the nurture-(&fucation
and discipline) and admonition (Grinstruction) of theLord" (Eph. 6:4). To neglect
the education, discipline and instruction afr children may cost them their lives
eternally.

Children must also respond to their parent's guidamicé Wwill be a critcal factor in

their acceptance by Christ as his mortal subjectee ag¢o come. Paul commanded,
"Children, obey your parents in the LordEgh. 6:1), and it is certain that children

who disregard this injunction withot be considered suitable to be given opportunity
for mortal probationn the Kingdom Age. In a siitar way as the wife is to regard her
husbandas her head; the representative of Christ, so children should regard their
father as being in God's stead, until they reach an age of responsibility to their Father
in heaven. If children cannobey their eaftly fathers (proiding of course, that their
father merits obedience) then how can trexyder obedience to their Father in heaven
whom they cannot see.

It is the wisdom of children to submit to parental guidance, instruaiah discipline
even when ocaonal inadequacies and mistakes maydiseerned in their parents.
Children should accept that their parents haw¢heir primary object the eternal well
being of their offspring and thouglthey may make some mistakes in the course of
fulfilling their difficult duty, the end result can only be to the eternal advantage of the
child.

This submission should continue until 'a man leaves his father and raatheleaves
unto his wife'. The modern trend of leaving home at an eayéyto escape parental
control bespeaks the fulfilment of Paul's prophdbwat the latter days would be
characterised by a breakdown in family M&h men being "disobedient to parents"
2 Tim. 3:2. Sadly, the samproblem is today evident within the Brotherhood of
Christ.

Children should demonstrate their obetie and submission to their pats by a
willingness to join in the reading and study of the Word inhibime, by attending and
fulfilling work associated with Sunday School aoyl sharing ecclesial life with their
parentsas age and opportunity permihildren who do this will not be disappointed
should the Lord returbefore they attain to maturity and responsibility; they will live
as privilegedmortals during the Kingdom Age.

WHY THE PERIOD OF JUDGEMENT WILL BE SHORT

Ealier in these notes it was postulated that a period of 10 years wibrmsumed
between the return of Christ and the battle of Armagedddbih.the whole 10 years
be taken up by the judgement of the househGlel?ainly not. There are many things
to be mrformed by Christ in thi$0 year period as the notes will go on to show.

It is certain that the period of judgement will be relatively short, fextend it over a
period of many years would be an intolerable bundeon those waiting for Christ's
verdct. There have been a numbersofygestions as to how the Lord will remove the
anxiety of his servantas they await their call to stand before him. We mention two
that areworthy of consideration.
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Suggestion 1 The angels will gather the responsiblévib Sinai andwill undertake a
review of each individual's life, by the end of whichwill be obvious which way
Christ's verdict will go. They will then awaiheir call to stand before him, probably
in groups, and will receive hdecision.

Suggestion 2 The angels will convey the responsible to the judgerseat and usher
them immediately into Christ's presence. The Judgesejlarate the just from the
unjust and the two groups will then await th&ne to give a personal account and
receive theireward or punishment.

We prefer the first suggestion because it will remove the anxiety of wadaman
indication of our destiny while stithllowing time for the true chacters of the just
and unjust to be revealed in the presence of Christ.

The just Wil be absolutely humbled by aview of their lives in the presce of their
angel. While their failings will be fully manifest it will aldze clear that their life and
character is approved by Christ. As they waitstand before Christ and receive his
verdict their sense of unworthinessl| struggle with the euphoria associated with the
indications of theiacceptance, producing a grateful humility in which any feelings of
seltimportance will be completely absent. Open and uninhibited joy wmaisturtil

the final verdict is delivered by the Judge.

On the other hand, the unjust having hasirthves reviewed by the angelminister

with clear indication of their unworthiness and pending rejection being given, will
retire bewildered or resigned to théte. In the casef those who were confident of
accepance but who now see the probityp of rejection looming, there will be a time

of reflection in which thewill collect together a list of all their ‘good works' which
they will presento Christ inthe indignant spirit of those mentioned in Mat22-23

and Luke 13:26 27.

Finally, all will have passed before Christ and will have turned eithieistaght or to
his left to stand amongst the 'sheep’ or the 'goats’ to reébeiveward or punishment
due- Matt. 25:31-46. Then all shall be publiclsevealed or 'made manifest' for what
they aré see Rotherhamtranslabn of 2 Cor.5:10.

The purpose of the judgement will have been accomplished. The"Wwdkdbring to
light the hidden things of darkss, and make manifest tbeunsels of the heart$l
Cor. 4:5). The faithful will have been completehyumbled before their exaltation and
the unfaithful will be revealed favhat they aré self-centred and proud.

If this suggestion is correct then therjpd of judgement will not need tme of great
length despite the myriads who must appear at the tribur@irist.
THE FATE OF THE REJECTED

This may be a negative subject but quite a deal is revealed concernmgisiement

of the wicked and rejecteth scripture as a warning of theonsequences of
unfaithfulness and disregard towards the things offtih. A brief consideration of
some of these things can only be to advantage.

1. Shame (Danl2:2), tribulation, anguish and wrath (RoEn8-9), weepng and
gnashing of teeth (Mat8:12) is the lot of the rejected.

2. Punishment will be meted out in degrees according to the princifdle kef
12:4748.

37



3. The wicked will have their shame revealed before their brethren (Rel5;
Luke 12:3.

4. They will departfrom Christ fearfully boking for the inevitable judgement
(Heb.10:27).

5. The punishment of the rejected will be suffered amongst the natesasibed
symbolicallyas "outer darknes®y Matt. 22:13. Possibly thoseho are alive
and remain at Christ's retuwill have to endure the shanoé returning to
their home to experience the ridicule of their neighb@nd acquaintances.
The terror for those rejected out of past generatlming cast out into the
modern world then in complete turmoil can eabigymagined.

Suffice it to add a passage from Nazareth Revisited paged 3§3Bro. Robert
Roberts:

A man dismissed from the judgment seat first suffers the agongf having his shane
"seen" (Rev. 1615). He is publicly comlemned in the presence of fellovgewvants and a
multitude of the angelic host (Rev3:5, 9; Luke 12:8). Next, he departs, but notvhither

he wills. He might choose to bury himself in the forestsyr wander wide o'er earth or
ocea, or find refuge in death The sentence orders his expulsiorotthe "outer darkness"

which still reigns in the world for a while after Christ's return. In this outer darkness,
the world of the ungodly, organized as "the devil and hisngels," alias "the beast, and
the kings of the earth, and theirarmies’ (Rev. 19:19), is marshalling its forces for "the
war of the great day of God Almighty," in which they "make war with the Lamb, but

the Lamb shall overcome them." Fierce judgmentmpends at that moment, of which the
world is unconscious. Christ,of whose presence thewre not awae, is about to be
manifested "in naming fire taking vengeance" (2 Thess. 1:8).

The sentence of expulsion consigns its unhappy objectsgarticipation in "the judgment
and fiery indignation which shall devour the adversarie$ (Heb. 10:27).Their fate is to
"depart from me ye cursed, into the aionian fire prepared for the devil andhis angels."
Into the countries of the condemned, the wholenultitude of the rejected will be driven
to shift for themselvesamong a cruel population for whom judgment waits. Mortal as
they are, it is no stretch of the imagination to realize the sufferingf body, the anguish
of mind incidental to such a fearful situatiord without home or friends or acquaintances
or means of living, wandeing as vagabonds like Caintill t he maturing judgment of God
culminates in the terrible outbreak of destruction and desolation londgoretold. This
"hour of judgment" will take time to run. The "few stripes" will probably be
exemplified in the shortening ofthe term of suffering. Swch will die before the worst
comes. "Many stripes" will be seen in the case of thosevretched children of
disobedience who will be preserved through all the terrors of "thdime of trouble such
as never was," and survive to be "engulfed ithe finishing strokes of judgment by which
wickedness will be finallyoverthrown, and the way cleared for the Kingdom of God.

THE CONDITION OF THE WORLD AT THIS TIME

Some indication is given in the above extract of the state of the wdrile the
judgement is in progresa Sinai. The "light of the world{Matt. 5:14) having been
withdrawn, the worldwill descend into totallarkness as intense as that which fell
upon the land of Egypt at the bedt of Moses Isa.60:2.

Politically, the world will be in absoluteurmoil (Luke 21:2528) as naons talk of
peace (1 Thess:3) but feverishly prepare for war (Joel -3:9).
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Every last vestige of moral restraint will be abandoned as the world plurigea
state likened to the days of Noah and Ldhe earth will be filledwith violence and
moral corruption Luke 17:2629.

THE GLORIFIED BEING

The glory and joy that will be the lot of those who ares&d incorrupble” is almost
unspeakable, for "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neaherentered into the heart
of man, he things which God hath prepartt them that love him"The vision of
Bro. Roberts as hgrovidesa cameo of life in the Land of Promiskiring the
Kingdom Age in his work "The Final Consolatiors' an attempt to articulate by
scenario the reality of éhglory to be revealed here aressomeotherinteresting points
of fact that help to add to the reality of our vision.

INSTANTANEOUS TRANSFORMATION -1 Cor. 15:51-54

The apostle Paul exults in the glorious prospect of "bearing the imadkeof
heavenly" inthe day that the Lord Jesus Christ "shall change our bbdymiliation,
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious bo(BHiil. 3:21).

The change into immortality will be effeed instantaneously by the dipption of
spirit power and all the worthsaints will experience thishange at the same time.
This was prefigred by the erection of the Temacle in the wilderness in one day,
after a long period of preparation tife materials Ex. 40:2. The Tabernacle was
typical of the whole processt redemption and the glory at the end of that process.
Within the \el stood the Ark with its mercy seat and cherubim representing Christ
and his glorified ecclesia. By erecting this structure "in a moment" beforksrall
Moses foreshadowed the instantarefmrmation of the "tabernactd Deity".

THE IMMORTAL CONSTITUTION

In 1 Cor.15:50 the apostle Paul states quite categorically that "flesbland cannot
inherit the kingdom of God". The immortal body mulserefore be of a different
constitutionthan he mortal. Jesus the foumner has left us with a clear idea of its
constitution. When he appearé¢al his terrified apostles in the days following his
resurrection he easdbeir troubled minds by advising them to handle him to prove
his reality,saying,"for a spirit hath not flds and bones, as ye see me h&aielke
24:39. Flesh and bones then, make up the physical constitution mhthertal body.
Blood is absent, for it is the life of all mortal flesh ke spirit empowers the
incorruptible being lad it is "the spirit that quidneth". The presence of spirit
excludes corruption in any form in natwetendency and thus sin, disease, sickness,
sorrow and physical declireee also completely absénRev.21:34.

RETENTION OF IDENTITY

Though the immudal being will have beeperfected in nature and chatr@che will

retain his original identity. Those who knew him during tnigrtal probation will be

able to recognise him by his appearance. This is manifest from the example of Christ
who being immortased presentedhimself to his disciples and was recognised by
themi John 20:199.

This raises the question as to whethertsawill carry physical abnorality into the
Kingdom. Every principle of scripture is against this. Phiesthood of Israel wer®
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be physicaly perfecti abnormality disqu#ied them from priestly dutfLev. 1:17-
23). It is certain that the Minnial priesthood will not take with them into the
Kingdom the marks ahe weakness and corruption of the flesh.

Hence, while physicabdentity will not be dst, bodily infirmity or abnorrality will be
entirely absent.

MALE OR FEMALE?

While male and female immortals will be readily identifiable, the chamigespirit
nature will involve the fusion of masculine and femingualities intothe one being.

As for parts of the human body so essential to the natural functidgnsrain life and
continuance of the race; these will not be required inntimeortal state. For immortal
saints, marriage as presently experienceil, have become an umecessary and
undesired institutiord they havingpassed beyond that into a far higher state of
marriage with their heavenlpridegroom (Luke 20:36 Rev. 19:7). Instantaneous
transformation will alsanean the change or loss of those bodily organs and dmscti
incidentalto their present mortal state which will then have fallen into redunddncy
Cor.6:13;Rev.7:16).

TRUST
Still trust in God, then may these days of evil
Purge out the dross, and leave some gold revealed,
As tropic spices, bruised and dnesl and broken
Yield out a fragrance oft concealed.
If thou wouldst fit a stone in Yahweh's temple,
Thou too must shaped and tried and polished be.
The process may seem hard and unrelenting,

Yet what abiding good 'twill work for thee!
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